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St. George Adopts a
“Front Line
Worker” with
The Voice of the
Martyrs
The Foreign Missions Team, on
behalf of the St. George parish,
has “adopted” a “Front-Line
Worker” through Voice of the
Martyrs. A Front-Line Worker is
a Christian living in a country
where it is dangerous or illegal
to be a Christian. He shares the
gospel despite opposition,
delivers Bibles to those who
have waited years for their own
copy, or travels over difficult
terrain to disciple new
believers in remote villages.
Our adopted worker is Nestor
Amores, who works in the
villages and remote areas of
the Philippines, where Muslim
groups drive Christians from
their homes and farmland, and
believers are endangered by
ongoing battles between the
government and Muslim
militants. Despite risks, Nestor
Amores travels to remote
villages to share the gospel
and distribute Bibles and other
Christian literature.

Two Hot Button Issues
Why Traditional Anglicanism? Part 7
For a full year, each month there will appear in this Newsletter a new
article for what will eventually become a 12-chapter booklet entitled
“Why Traditional Anglicanism?” In the end, I hope it will be a lasting
work that will encourage Anglicans to appreciate even more fully the
treasure we have in these little parishes, and help others to understand
why their friends or family have followed the Canterbury trail to
Anglicanism. I hope you enjoy!
Fr. Paul Rivard+
There are sentences spoken the parish halls and coﬀee
hours of traditional Anglican Churches that are used to succinctly
describe our ethos to visitors. One common saying is this, “We
are The Episcopal Church of 60 years ago.” This only true in a
roundabout way, and makes sense only to some people. It
especially makes sense though to people who come to traditional
Anglicanism from The Episcopal Church, who can speak about
experiencing the radical changes that have taken place there since
the 1960’s. They will often add, “I didn’t leave the Episcopal
Church, it left me.” Many recall vividly their “last straw” moment
when bishop So-and-so did this, or Father Such-and-such said
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St. George Adopts a
“Front Line
Worker”
Our adoption means that we
promise to pray for Nestor for
the next year. So, as you pray
for the persecuted church
around the world, pray
specifically for Nestor Amores
and his work in the Philippines.
In the future we will hear more
about Nestor and the specific
needs and challenges he has.
(Financial support is not part of
our commitment, but gifts are
gratefully accepted.)
Prayer is the most powerful
help Nestor needs in order to
minister in restricted nations.

"According to a recent Pew
Research study, Christians are
the most widely harassed
faithful on Earth. They were
attacked for their religion in
144 countries in 2016, more
than Muslims, Jews or any
other group."
Wall Street Journal, 4/27/19
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that.
One might get the sense that traditional Anglican
Churches consist solely of older people longing for the church of
their childhood. The low hanging fruit of criticism is that
traditional Anglicans are wounded and inflexible curmudgeons
who prefer the old way, not because it is orthodox, but simply
because it’s old. In some cases I am sure that could be an accurate
criticism! But if perchance the old ways were orthodox and the
new way is heretical, then doing things the old way - for whatever
reason - might not be so bad.
In most cases however, those drawn to Prayer Book
Anglicanism and the Anglo-Catholic family these days are not
from The Episcopal Church, but rather from more mainstream
Protestant Evangelical Churches. It is a common experience for
such folks to come in like desert wanderers and absolutely sop up
every ounce of rich liturgy and soak in a service relieved of
dependency upon the personality and charm of the clergyman.
Usually in some meeting with the Rector expressing interest in
the Church, those unfamiliar with traditional Anglicanism who
appreciate our church’s style finally get around to asking about
two hot-button issues that former Episcopalians are all too
familiar with.
To spare the heartache, newcomers should get the hotbutton questions answered as soon as possible. First, attentive
newcomers notice that there are no female priests at the altar.
For that matter, there are no female deacons, no female acolytes,
no female lay-eucharistic ministers (or any lay-eucharistic
ministers at all), and the bishops all seem to be male as well.
Indeed, we do not ordain women to holy orders. If this is a deal
breaker then the deal is broken. The greatest obstacle posed to
some who are considering traditional Anglicanism who have
become accustomed to female priests will be simply believing
that the historic position is purely theological and indeed has
nothing to do with patriarchal phobias about women gaining
authority or some other blatant transgression of civil rights. It is
hard for some to even be so generous as to say that traditional
Anglicans are just stubbornly nostalgic. More common is the
suggestion that we harbor a group of misogynistic and regressive
male chauvinists. The remainder of this article is written for
those willing to allow the possibility that this is not actually true.
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In short, there is no question that many gifted women could in countless instances out-preach,
out-teach, out-administrate, and out-pastor their male counterparts. But this is not the question. The
question is, “What is a priest?” When asked directly, many will chart through a list of things that the
priest does - a litany of functions he performs, ie. a priest is a teacher, preacher, counselor, administrator,
encourager, or even a just person who wears a black shirt and a white collar. Women can do all of those
things easily! The answer to the question, “What is a priest?” however, is not one of function or fashion. It
is one of ontology. The priesthood is a state of being, and a very particular one at that. The ordained
priest is an alter Christus (an “other Christ”) who stands in persona Christi (in the person of Christ). If the
second person of the Trinity had become incarnate as a female, then the priesthood would be irrevocably
female in character. He was not born female and thus the priesthood is male in character. But why should
that be important?
Well, if the priesthood and all the sacraments of the
Church were simply symbols meant to edify and educate our
minds by reminding us of the information of the gospel, and if
the essence of salvation in Christ was simply receiving and
assenting to facts and doctrinal propositions, then any
talented, gifted, holy, reverent, and well educated woman could
be a priest. But this is not the case. The priesthood and
especially the sacrament of Holy Communion are not just
symbolic. Jesus said the sacrament He instituted is real - and
when consecrated, it has being too. This is my body. This is my
blood.
In John chapter 6, Jesus said that anyone who did not
eat of his flesh or drink of his blood had no life in them. What
Jesus meant by this is therefore of absolute and ultimate
concern. Our best look at the early interpretation these
statements is the manner in which the Early Church handled
them. Without exception, the Early Church always viewed this
passage as referring to Holy Communion, and the consecration
of that crucial sacrament to be solely in the purview of bishop and priest. As continuers of Christ’s
incarnate ministry in persona Christi, those roles have been unquestionably male for the entire history of
the Church until the upheaval of the 1960’s.
The Church is posed with a question then, a question concerning the words of Christ, the ancient
tradition, and the nature of the sacraments. “Who can say they have been granted the authority to change
them without emptying them of their divine significance?” More specifically, if by Jesus’ own words our
salvation depends in part upon the validity of the sacraments which in turn rely upon a valid priesthood,
then what concern of the culture can possibly compare with the concern of preserving the priesthood and
the sacraments? Risking oﬀense to the women’s liberation movement by retaining the safeguard of
tradition is more reasonable than risking oﬀense to God and the means of grace through presumption.
Unquestionably, if you think that an exclusively male priesthood is a bunch of knuckle dragging
neanderthal bigotry regardless of this defense or the numerous other things that could be said, then
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traditional Anglicanism will be awkward for you. But this is only
the first hot button issue and the second will be diﬃcult as well!
The Church has been tempted to change her position on
morality as well throughout the centuries. In our century, the
widespread cultural insistence upon the acceptance of
homosexuality as morally equivalent to heterosexuality and
celibacy presents the bellwether issue for change to the historic
faith of the Christian Church.

• That Russell and Holly Pace’s

daughter Eleanor Frances Pace
is our newest member (born
May 3, 2019)?
• That St. George’s is replacing a

worn out HVAC unit in the
parish hall on Wednesday of
this week (May 8)?

Homosexuality is the second hot button issue. Surprisingly,
the question really is not about homosexuality or any other
specific moral question per se. Social whirlwinds cloud the central
and more important issue at hand, the question of whether the
Bible is true or not. The question resurfaces concerning authority,
“Who can say that they have been granted the authority to
change the meaning of the Scriptures without emptying them of
their divine significance?”
You should never expect to hear from the pulpit that the
Church has changed her position on envy. No priest should dare
to say that the Church had been wrong about envy all this time,
nor that indeed some people are predisposed to envy outside of
their control and so envy should be celebrated. That would be
ridiculous. Conversely, no priest should ever be heard to say, “If I
find out that any of you are tempted towards envy, you’re out!”

In the same way, no priest or bishop or Church has any authority to declare that homosexuality
(or any other sin addressed in Scripture) is no longer a sin, regardless of how compelling the
circumstances nor how close to us the individuals involved are. In turn, a Church filled with people who
struggle with same-sex attraction may have a far more earnest spiritual walk than another who is eaten up
with envy and excuses the behavior because it is so common. We don’t have the authority to change the
priesthood, the sacraments, the acceptability of any sin, nor the Scriptures themselves through which the
character and plan of God are revealed to us. This kind of stance not unique to traditional Anglicanism,
but the mindset is certainly behind our answers to hot button questions.
I sincerely hope we are not just “The Episcopal Church of 60 years ago.” Most sane Anglicans
have no healthy interest in recreating the 1950’s or 60’s any more than churchmen in that era had good
reason to return to the 1850’s and so on. Traditional Anglicans can be fairly accused of existing out of step
with mainstream culture though, and we are hardly lauded as innovators. But this was never the hope. We
should rather hope to be in accord with the Apostles when our teachings are held beside theirs. We
should rather hope to be recognized by Christ as Christians who were faithful with the truths we have
known, that were revealed to us.
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THE ANGLICAN CHURCH OF ST. GEORGE THE MARTYR

MAY 2019 PRAYER LIST
THANKSGIVINGS

For God’s many blessings bestowed upon us each day, especially for the provision of
financial support to the 2019 APA Lenten Appeal & the marriage this month of Micah Peek
& Joy Leftwich.
PERSECUTED CHRISTIANS

Those In Syria, Iraq, Iran, Pakistan, Sudan, Somalia, Eritrea, Egypt, North Korea, & northern Nigeria;
the work of Barnabas Fund, Open Doors USA, & Voice of the Martyrs (VOM).
MISSIONS AND MISSIONARIES

APA clergy & congregations in Haiti, the Philippines, India, & Ecuador, especially that their monthly
financial needs be met; for Santosh & Love One Another Ministries (LOMA) in India; for the Rt. Rev.
David Haines, APA Missionary Bishop; for the Foreign Missions Team of our parish; & for the building
of a second Good Shepherd School for Dalit children in India.
THE CHURCH AND OUR PARISH

For the intercommunion between the Anglican Province of America (APA), the Anglican Catholic
Church (ACC), the Diocese of the Holy Cross (DHC), & the Anglican Church in America (ACA); for
Bishop Grundorf, APA Presiding Bishop; for the process to select candidates for the election of a
DEUS Suffragan Bishop at the 2019 Diocesan Synod in FL; travel mercies for Fr. Paul as he visits
Peru at the end of May; for our Vestry; & for all school children as they finish the 2019 school year.
OUR NATION, STATE AND LOCAL COMMUNITIES

For our national, state, and local leaders: that God grant them “wisdom and strength to know and to
do [His] will”; for those in the grip of addictions or mental darkness; for the safety of all unborn
children, the Piedmont Women’s Centers that counsel women in crisis pregnancies, & that God
change the hearts of those who support the practice of abortion.
THOSE IN NEED

Baby Thomas Oldfield (hospitalized son of Fr. Brian & Morgan, St. Paul’s, Melbourne, FL), Ann
Green, Michael Countryman, Judy Ellis (chronic back pain), Martha Morgan, Margaret Boyleston
(return of ovarian cancer), Millette (metalized cancer), Susan Hamlett, Patrick (nephew of Denise
Patterson), Reed (nephew of Mary Marchant – worsening of heart failure condition), Clarence &
Marbeth, Sylvia (Bill Hamlett’s sister), Holly Pace & her baby, Kathy & Peggy (sisters of Connie
Evans), & Deacon Thad Osborne.
THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED

For all the saints who have gone before us.

5

April 2019
The Sword of Saint George

SUNDAY

May 2019
WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY
2 National Day of
Prayer

9

16

23

29

30 The Ascension
of Our Lord

ND

FRIDAY

8:30 a.m. Men’s
Breakfast

31

ND

8:30 a.m. Men’s
Breakfast

24

8:30 a.m. Men’s
Breakfast

17

8:30 a.m. Men’s
Breakfast

10

8:30 a.m. Men’s
Breakfast
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The Anglican Church of St. George the Martyr
TUESDAY

12:00 p.m. Eucharist
7:00 p.m. Men’s &
Women’s Bible Studies

MONDAY

**Fr. Paul Sterne
guest preacher &
celebrant

8

1 St. Philip & St.
James, Apostles
* Birthday Sunday

7

Altar Guild Team 3
Debby & Jack Bowdle
Joan Wheatley
6

15

12:00 p.m. Eucharist

22
12:00 p.m. Eucharist
TH

12:00 p.m. Eucharist
7:00 p.m. Men’s &
Women’s Bible Studies
(last until fall)

5 Easter 2*

21

28

12:00 p.m. Eucharist
FR. PAUL OUT OF TOWN SUNDAY, MAY 19 , THROUGH SUNDAY, JUNE 2

TH

FR. PAUL OUT OF TOWN SUNDAY, MAY 19 , THROUGH SUNDAY, JUNE 2

6:30 p.m. Ladies
Night Out, Stax
Omega, 72 Orchard
Pk. Dr., Greenville

14

10:00 a.m. Women’s
Bible Study

13

8:30 a.m. Eucharist
10:00 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Eucharist
w/incense

20

12 Easter 3 /St. George
the Martyr (tr. from 4/23)

19 Easter 4**

10:00 a.m. Women’s
Bible Study (last
until fall)

10:00 a.m. Women’s
Bible Study

8:30 a.m. Eucharist
No Sunday School until fall
11:00 a.m. Eucharist

27 Memorial Day

8:30 a.m. Eucharist
10:00 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Eucharist
Mother’s Day
Vestry mtg. after Coffee Hr.

26 Rogation Sunday**
8:30 a.m. Eucharist
No Sunday School until fall
11:00 a.m. Eucharist

SATURDAY
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11

18

25
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